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Read the story. Then think about each question.

Chapter 1: A Knock on the Door
vocABULARY kind, knocked, hello, house

The sun came up. Ms. Clara walked to the small house. She had a kind smile. She
knocked on the door. Emma and Ben opened it. They said, "Hello!" Ms. Clara smiled
back. % The nanny came.

THINK Who walked to the house?

Chapter 2: Boxes and a Wooden Bird

VOCABULARY boxes, unpack, windowsill, home

Ms. Clara had many small boxes. She started to unpack. Emma helped with books.
Ben helped with clothes. Ms. Clara put a wooden bird on the windowsill. They sang
a small song. The kitchen smelled like cookies. Everyone smiled together. % A
kind nanny came home.

THINK Who helped with books?

Chapter 3: A Brighter House

VOCABULARY breakfast, towers, Father, Mother

Days went by like soft music. Ms. Clara made warm breakfasts. She read stories at
bedtime. Emma drew pictures of her. Ben built towers near her chair. The house
felt brighter every day. Mother and Father smiled more. % The kind nanny came
to the house.

THINKk What did Ms. Clara read at bedtime?
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Read the story. Then think about each question.
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Chapter 4: The Cleaning Song

VOCABULARY toys, song, baskets, joy

The living room was very messy. Toys lay everywhere on the floor. Ms. Clara picked up
a block. She started to sing a song. The children listened and smiled. Soon they sang
along. Toys went into baskets. They danced as they cleaned. % They cleaned with
joy.

THINK How was the living room?

Chapter 5: No More Grumbling

VOCABULARY grumble, song, silly, laugh

Emma and Ben used to hate cleaning. They would frown and grumble. But Ms. Clara
had a special idea. Each day she taught a new song. One was silly, one was sweet. The
children laughed and joined. Now cleaning was play time. % The children cleaned
with joy.

THINK Who used to hate cleaning?

Chapter 6: Cleaning on Their Own

VOCABULARY week, hummed, smile, learned

A whole week went by. Emma and Ben changed slowly. One morning Emma cleaned
alone. She did not need a reminder. The next day Ben joined her. He hummed a happy
tune. They smiled as they worked. % The children learned to clean with joy.

THINK Who cleaned alone one morning?
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Read the story. Then think about each question.
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Chapter 7: The Little Ladybug
vOCABULARY ladybug, leaf, garden, dew
Morning came to the garden. The flowers held tiny dew drops. A ladybug climbed a
green leaf. The leaf was bigger than the bug. But the ladybug kept trying. Ms. Clara
stopped to watch. Her eyes grew warm and soft. % She saw small kindness.

THINK What climbed the leaf?

Chapter 8: Watering the Garden

VOCABULARY watering, thirsty, bee, thank

"Come outside, my dears." Ms. Clara held two watering cans. Emma took one, Ben
took the other. The garden was thirsty. They walked between flower beds. They
poured water gently. Bees buzzed a small thank you. % The nanny showed small
kindness.

THINK Who took a watering can?

Chapter 9: Seeing Small Things

VOCABULARY bird, nest, neighbor, notebook

The days became weeks. Ms. Clara pointed at small things. A bird making its nest. A
neighbor waving with a smile. A cat sleeping in the sun. Emma began to point too.
Ben had a little notebook. Ben drew the tiny moments.  The nanny helped them
see kindness in small things.

THINK What was the bird making?
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Chapter 10: Dinner Together

VOCABULARY soup, bread, bowls, forks

The kitchen smelled wonderful. Ms. Clara made a warm soup. She baked fresh
bread too. Father came in from work. Mother put down her book. Emma carried the
bowls. Ben placed the forks. Y The family ate together.

THINK Who carried the bowls?

Chapter 11: Father's Funny Story

VOCABULARY story, chicken, laughed, giggled

After dinner, Father had a story. "When I was small," he began. He told about
chasing chickens. He told about hiding in a tree. Emma laughed until her eyes
watered. Ben fell off his chair laughing. Even Ms. Clara giggled. % The family
laughed together.

THINK Who had a story?

Chapter 12: A Closer Family

vocABULARY month, flowers, hands, closer

One month went by quickly. The family ate together every night. They told stories
at the table. They planted flowers on weekends. Emma read to Ben before bed.
Father and Mother held hands more. Their home was full of love. % The family
grew closer and happier.

THINK How long went by?
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