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Read the story. Then think about each question.

Chapter 1: A Single Man in Possession of a Fortune
In many societies, a person's life choices are significantly influenced by

economic factors, although individual values also play a crucial role. For
example, career paths are often established based on potential income,
because financial stability is considered essential for a secure future.
However, this perspective can be challenged when people prioritize personal
passion over monetary gain, which sometimes leads to greater long-term
satisfaction. Consequently, the balance between economic security and
personal fulfillment remains a significant challenge for many young adults
today. Environmental protection efforts, for instance, are sometimes
neglected unless they contribute directly to economic growth, which is a
short-sighted approach. Therefore, a broader understanding of value must be
developed, where well-being is not entirely dependent on financial metrics.
This shift in thinking is gradually being encouraged in educational systems
worldwide, although progress is slow. % Ultimately, major decisions should
reflect a combination of practical considerations and personal aspirations
for a balanced life.

THINk What influences people's life choices?
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Chapter 2: Mr. Collins Arrives
In many societies, a person's future security is significantly influenced by their
financial situation. Although personal happiness is essential, economic stability
often dictates major life choices, such as career paths or where to live.
Consequently, people frequently prioritize jobs that offer higher salaries, even if
those roles are not their true passion. This perspective is established because
financial resources contribute directly to one's quality of life and ability to handle
unexpected challenges. However, an overemphasis on money can lead to stress and
dissatisfaction, unless it is balanced with personal fulfillment. Therefore, a
significant challenge for young adults is to find a career that provides both security
and satisfaction. While economic factors are important, they should not be the sole
determinant of one's life path. Ultimately, a balanced approach that considers both
financial and personal goals is the most sustainable. This complex decision-making
process is a common experience for people entering the workforce. They must
weigh immediate economic needs against long-term personal aspirations. The
consequence of this choice can shape their lives for many years to come. It is a
difficult but essential part of becoming an independent adult. Society often
pressures individuals to follow a certain economic path. Yet, personal values and
dreams also play a crucial role. Finding the right balance requires careful thought
and self-awareness. % This journey is a defining feature of modern adulthood.

THINK What influences a person's future security?
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Chapter 3: Security and Marriage

In many societies, a person's future security is significantly influenced by their career choice. Although
personal passion is essential, economic stability often becomes the primary consideration when
selecting a profession. This is because financial resources are required to establish a comfortable life
and face unexpected challenges. Consequently, many young people feel pressured to pursue high-
income jobs, even if those fields do not align with their true interests. The perspective that money
guarantees happiness, however, can be misleading and may lead to long-term dissatisfaction.
Therefore, a balance between personal fulfillment and economic practicality should be carefully
established. While financial factors are undeniably important, they should not entirely dictate one's
professional path. Future generations might challenge this norm by prioritizing meaningful work over
maximum earnings. Unless societal values shift, this tension between passion and security will likely
persist. % Ultimately, each individual must weigh these competing priorities to make the best
decision for their own life.

THINK What may pressure young people?

Chapter 4: The Meryton Ball

First impressions are often formed within seconds of meeting someone, and these initial judgments
can be surprisingly persistent. Although we know logically that people are complex, a single negative
interaction can establish a lasting bias, which is a significant challenge to overcome. This phenomenon
is particularly relevant in cross-cultural communication, where different social norms might be
misinterpreted as rudeness. Therefore, it is essential to consciously question our snap judgments,
unless we want to risk misunderstanding potentially valuable relationships. The consequence of
relying solely on first impressions can be the loss of meaningful connections, because people rarely
reveal their true character immediately. However, with patience and open-mindedness, initial
perceptions can be revised, contributing to more accurate and fair assessments of others. This process
requires significant effort, since overcoming a strong first impression demands repeated positive
evidence to the contrary. % Ultimately, while first meetings provide data, they should not form the
entire basis for our long-term opinions of people we encounter in diverse settings.

THINK How quickly are first impressions formed?
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Chapter 5: Cold and Arrogant

First impressions are often established within seconds of meeting someone, although they can be
misleading because they are based on limited information. A person's initial coldness might be
misinterpreted as arrogance, whereas it could simply be shyness or cultural difference. This quick
judgment is a significant challenge in social interactions, since it can create lasting prejudice.
Therefore, it is essential to seek more perspectives before forming a final opinion. The consequence of
relying solely on a first meeting can be a distorted view of someone's true character. However, these
initial perceptions are powerful because they shape our subsequent expectations and behaviors. For
example, if someone appears unfriendly, we might contribute to the problem by being distant
ourselves. Unless we make a conscious effort to look deeper, a single negative encounter can unfairly
define a person.  This process highlights the abstract concept of perception versus reality in
human relationships.

THINK What might initial coldness be mistaken for?

Chapter 6: A Strong Dislike

First impressions are often established within seconds of meeting someone, and they can be
surprisingly difficult to change. Although we know we should not judge people too quickly, our brains
automatically form these initial opinions. This immediate judgment can have significant consequences
for future relationships, because a negative first meeting might close doors to potential friendships.
However, it is essential to challenge these snap judgments whenever possible. A person who appears
arrogant might simply be shy, whereas someone who seems cold could be preoccupied with personal
worries. Therefore, we should contribute to a more understanding society by looking beyond surface
appearances. Our perspective on others should remain flexible, unless we have clear evidence of their
true character. % Many conflicts arise when people refuse to revise their initial opinions, even
after receiving new information.

THINK How hard is it to change a first impression?
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Chapter 7: The Charming Officer
In our digital world, we are constantly exposed to information that confirms

our existing beliefs, which is a significant challenge for critical thinking. Social
media algorithms, for instance, are designed to show us content we already
like, creating a cycle where our perspectives are rarely challenged. This
environment makes us vulnerable to manipulation, especially when we
encounter charismatic individuals online. Although we value independent
thought, our desire for validation can be a powerful weakness. Therefore, we
must question sources carefully, even when their stories align perfectly with
our views. A story is not necessarily true simply because it feels satisfying to
hear. Unless we actively seek diverse viewpoints, we risk being deceived by
skilled storytellers who exploit our biases. % This consequence contributes
to societal divisions, as different groups establish their own separate
realities based on filtered information.

THINK What are we constantly exposed to in the digital world?
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Chapter 8: False Stories
People often form strong opinions based on limited information, which can be a

significant challenge in communication. Although we value our own
perspectives, this can make us vulnerable to deception from others. For
instance, a skilled liar might tell us stories that confirm what we already believe.
Consequently, we accept these stories easily without questioning their truth.
This desire for confirmation is a powerful force in human psychology. It can
blind us to facts that contradict our established views. Therefore, critical
thinking is essential to avoid being misled. We must learn to evaluate
information from multiple angles. Unless we actively seek different viewpoints,
we remain easy targets. Our existing beliefs should be challenged regularly for
growth. This process, however, requires courage and intellectual honesty. When
we only listen to agreeable voices, our understanding becomes narrow. Because
confirmation bias is so common, everyone must guard against it. A society
where diverse opinions are valued is more resilient. People contribute to
progress when they question popular narratives. False information can spread
rapidly if it aligns with preconceptions. Significant social problems can arise
from collective self-deception. The consequence of unchecked bias is often
division and conflict. % We must establish habits of skepticism towards
convenient truths.

THINK What do people form from limited information?
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Chapter 9: Easy Targets

In our digital world, we are constantly exposed to information that confirms our existing beliefs, which
is a significant challenge for critical thinking. Social media algorithms, for example, are designed to
show us content we already like, creating a personalized perspective. Although this can be convenient,
it often prevents us from seeing alternative viewpoints that are essential for balanced understanding.
Consequently, we become more vulnerable to manipulation by those who intentionally spread false
stories that align with our biases. This desire for confirmation makes us easy targets, unless we
actively seek out diverse sources and question our initial reactions. When we only listen to voices that
echo our own thoughts, our worldview becomes narrow and easily influenced. Therefore, developing
media literacy skills is crucial for navigating the complex information landscape we face today. % We
must learn to recognize how our emotions can be targeted by skilled communicators with hidden
agendas.

THINK What do algorithms create?

Chapter 10: The Proposal at Hunsford

Receiving a sincere letter can be a significant challenge to one's perspective, although many people
underestimate its power. When Mark received a detailed message from his former friend, he was
forced to reconsider their entire argument. The letter established a clear timeline of events that he
had completely misunderstood, and he felt genuinely ashamed of his quick judgment. This experience
contributed to his personal growth because it taught him the value of patience. However, the
consequence of his initial reaction had already damaged their friendship, which was difficult to repair.
Unless we are open to other viewpoints, we risk making unfair assumptions about people's intentions.
Therefore, honest communication is essential for resolving conflicts and building trust, whereas
silence often leads to more misunderstandings. The passive voice is sometimes used in formal letters
to present facts objectively, which can help the reader focus on the information itself. Since Mark
reflected on his behavior, he decided to apologize for his harsh words, and their relationship slowly
improved. % Although the process was uncomfortable, it established a stronger foundation for
mutual respect in the future.

THINK What did Mark receive?
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Chapter 11: Reading the Letter

Receiving a sincere letter can significantly alter one's perspective, although the initial reaction
might be defensive. When Mark read his friend's honest message, he was forced to reconsider
his previous assumptions, which had been based on limited information. The letter
established a new narrative that challenged his entire viewpoint, and he felt genuinely
ashamed of his earlier judgments. However, this painful realization became an essential step
toward personal growth. The consequence of reading those words was a complete shift in his
understanding of the situation. He realized that his anger had been misplaced because he had
failed to see the full context. Therefore, he decided to apologize, unless his friend was
unwilling to forgive him. This experience contributed to his emotional maturity and taught
him the value of seeking multiple perspectives before forming conclusions. Written words
possess a unique power to convey complex emotions without interruption. They allow the
writer to organize thoughts carefully, whereas spoken conversations can be influenced by
immediate reactions. A well-crafted message can therefore establish a deeper connection and
foster genuine reflection. The recipient has time to process the information, which is a
significant advantage over face-to-face dialogue. Although digital communication is now
dominant, the traditional letter remains a powerful tool for meaningful exchange. Personal
growth often requires confronting uncomfortable truths about ourselves and others. When
we are presented with honest feedback, our initial instinct might be to reject it. However, if
we choose to engage with it thoughtfully, we can overcome our biases. This process forces us
to expand our worldview and develop greater empathy. % Therefore, embracing challenging
perspectives is essential for anyone who wishes to contribute positively to their
community and establish stronger, more authentic relationships.

THINK What did Mark do when he read his friend's message?
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Chapter 12: Ashamed of Her Pride

Receiving a sincere letter can force a person to reconsider their perspective, although it is a
challenging experience. When Mark received a detailed message from his former colleague, he was
initially defensive. However, the letter's honest account of a past misunderstanding established a new
truth. Mark felt genuinely ashamed because he had been misled by rumors for years. The consequence
of this communication was significant, as it completely altered their professional relationship.
Therefore, he decided to apologize, which contributed to rebuilding their trust. Unless we are open to
different viewpoints, we cannot grow from such experiences. A single message can challenge
everything we believe, which is an essential part of personal development. Written words carry a
unique power to change minds, whereas spoken words can be forgotten more easily. % This process
forces us to confront our own biases and assumptions, leading to greater understanding.

THINK What was Mark's first reaction?

Chapter 13: Lydia Runs Away

In a small town, a family's reputation was governed by strict social rules, where every action had
significant consequences. Although young Emma was usually careful, her brother Leo made a reckless
choice that challenged their established standing. He secretly contributed to an environmental protest
that damaged property, which was filmed and shared online. Therefore, the entire family faced
criticism and suspicion from their neighbors, who believed they all shared the same radical
perspective. The situation demonstrated that one person's behavior can affect everyone connected to
them, even if others are innocent. This essential truth about community life became clear as they
struggled to rebuild trust. However, they learned that honest communication and consistent actions
were the only way forward. % Unless a family presents a united front of responsibility, past
mistakes can continue to define them, whereas proactive change can establish a new narrative.

THINK Who made a reckless choice?
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Chapter 14: A Family in Danger

In our modern world, reputation is still governed by public perception, which can be fragile. When a
family member makes a reckless choice, the entire family often faces significant consequences,
although the individuals themselves may not realize it initially. For example, if a teenager posts harmful
content online, their siblings might be bullied at school because of the association. This demonstrates
that personal actions are rarely private in a connected society. Therefore, families must establish clear
guidelines about responsible behavior, especially online. However, achieving this balance between
freedom and responsibility remains a constant challenge for parents and children alike. A single
thoughtless act can contribute to lasting damage, unless the family communicates openly about
potential risks. The perspective of younger members is essential to understand, but so are the lessons
from past mistakes. % Ultimately, everyone must consider how their choices affect the collective
well-being of their closest community, because we are all interconnected.

THINK What is a family's reputation governed by?

Chapter 15: The Elopement

In a small town, a family's reputation was governed by the actions of its members, which established a
significant challenge for everyone. Although personal freedom was valued, one person's reckless
choice could have severe consequences for all. When a young man named Ethan decided to ignore
environmental regulations at his new tech job, he believed his actions were insignificant. However, his
decision to dump waste secretly contributed to a local river's pollution, which was discovered weeks
later. The entire family's name became associated with the scandal, demonstrating that individual
behavior can affect collective standing. Therefore, his parents faced social exclusion at community
events, whereas his siblings encountered prejudice at school. Unless a family actively manages its
public image, one member's mistake can damage years of established trust. This perspective is
essential in understanding how communities function, because social bonds are fragile. The incident
forced everyone to recognize their interconnectedness, although they initially resisted this idea. %
Consequently, the family worked together to restore their position through community service and
transparency.

THINK What did Ethan ignore?
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Chapter 16: Understanding at Last
Real love is often established only after significant personal growth, which

requires honest self-examination. Although initial attraction can be powerful,
genuine understanding between people is a consequence of overcoming
personal flaws. This process is essential because it challenges our
perspectives and forces us to confront our own pride or prejudice. Therefore,
a relationship can only deepen when both individuals contribute to this
mutual development. Personal change is not always easy, however, because it
demands vulnerability and courage. Unless we are willing to adapt, our
connections may remain superficial and fail to mature. This journey of growth
is a significant challenge that tests our commitment to each other. Ultimately,
the willingness to evolve together establishes the foundation for lasting love,
whereas resistance to change can lead to stagnation. Through this difficult
process, individuals learn that love requires more than just feeling; it requires
action and personal responsibility. % The reward for this effort is a bond
that is stronger and more meaningful than any initial infatuation could
ever be.

THINK When is real love established?
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Chapter 17: Pride and Prejudice Together
Genuine love often requires significant personal growth, which is a

challenging but essential process. Although initial attraction can be powerful,
a lasting relationship demands that both individuals examine their own flaws.
This self-reflection is difficult because it involves confronting uncomfortable
truths about our character. However, the consequence of avoiding this
growth is often misunderstanding and conflict. Therefore, real love can only
succeed when we are willing to change. Personal development is not about
becoming someone else but about improving ourselves for the relationship.
When both partners contribute to this process, they establish a deeper
connection. This mutual effort creates a foundation of respect and
understanding that can withstand challenges. Many relationships fail because
people expect love to be easy, whereas it actually requires continuous work.
Unless we are prepared to grow, we may never experience the full potential of
a loving partnership. A healthy perspective recognizes that love involves
learning from each other every day. % This journey of growth, although
sometimes painful, ultimately leads to greater happiness and fulfillment for
both individuals involved in the relationship.

THINK What does genuine love require?



CEC READING LIBRARY « MIDDLE 3 R1 ACCESS PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
Read the story. Then think about each question.

Chapter 18: A Love Worth Growing For
Real love is often established only after significant personal growth, which

requires honest self-examination. Although initial attraction can be powerful,
genuine understanding between people is a consequence of overcoming
personal flaws. Therefore, a relationship can face serious challenges unless
both individuals contribute to their own development. This process is
essential because it allows people to see things from a broader perspective.
Personal growth involves recognizing one's own pride or prejudice, which are
common obstacles. However, when these flaws are corrected, a deeper
connection becomes possible. Mutual respect is then established, which
forms a stronger foundation for love. This foundation is significant because it
can withstand future difficulties that every relationship will inevitably
encounter. Consequently, love that survives these tests is often more
meaningful and lasting. The journey of self-improvement, therefore, is not
just personal but relational. It transforms how we interact with and
understand the person we care about. Ultimately, the greatest relationships
encourage us to become better versions of ourselves. % This
transformation is a continuous process that enriches both individuals
involved.

THINK What is real love established after?



